
Getting Started 

You'll need this 
simple fence system 
To get things under way, build the router-table fence, stops, and 
dust-collection accessory as shown below. The 6"-high fence 
works with turnings that have round or multi-sided discs up to 12" 
in diameter. These discs mount to the ends of the workpiece and 
support it as you slide or rotate the workpiece along the fence as 
shown on the first page. 

Discs: the key ingredient 
Just as lathe-turned workpieces rotate against a cutter as they take 
on a rounded shape, so do router-turned objects. The low-tech 
solution for rotating router-turned objects: round wooden discs 
screwed on center to both ends of the workpiece. 
To make the discs, first measure diagonally (corner to opposite 
corner) on the end grain of your workpiece. Add 1/4" to this 
measurement, and with a compass draw a circle of this diameter 
onto a piece of 3/4"-thick stock. Bandsaw the disc roughly to 
shape, staying just outside the marked line. Drill a 1/8" hole 
through the center of the disc. 
For router-table turning to work well, you must create perfect 
circles. Fortunately, this is easy to do. Simply make a disc-sanding 
jig like the one shown below. Place the hole of the disc onto the 
pivot pin and slowly advance the disc into the sander. Set the 
stopblock when the sanding surface removes stock up to the 
compass-made layout line. Slowly rotate the wheel to make it 
circular. 



A couple more things you'll need 
To get off on the right foot, we advise you to draw a rough sketch 
of how you would like your finished project to appear. The 
drawing bottom shows a sketch of the workpiece we produced for 
this article. Note the names of the leg's various features. 
Depending on the complexity of your design, you'll need one or 
more router bits to execute various cuts. The drawing below shows 
some of the basic bits for router turning. How you use each one 
will become clear in the following sections. 


