
Add a classical touch with flutes 

By replacing the discs on both ends of your workpiece with 
flat-sided shapes, such as hexagons, you can rout flutes into the 
cylindrical or tapered sections of your project. On a cylindrical 
workpiece the flutes will be a consistent depth over their entire 
length. But, on tapered legs the flutes will decrease in depth 
over the length of the leg until they disappear, as shown in the 
opening photo of this article. 
The number of flutes will be the same as the number of flat 
surfaces on the shapes you attach to the ends of the workpiece. 
For example, hexagon ends will help you produce workpieces 
with six evenly spaced flutes. The drawings below will help 
you lay out hexagon and octagon discs. After cutting the shapes 
from 3/4" stock, attach them with drywall screws so that the 
flat surfaces align with each other. 

Note: You must exactly center the discs on the workpieces. 
Otherwise, your flutes will not be consistent in depth. 

To align the flat surfaces of the shapes, set the workpiece on a 
flat surface as you tighten the screws as shown below. Then, 
add an off-center screw to each end to keep the multisided ends 
from rotating. 
To cut the flutes, set your stops for the length and positioning 
of the flutes on the workpiece. Hold the left end of the 
workpiece above the router table, and place the right-hand 



shape against the right-hand stop with a flat side of the shape 
lying flat on the router table. Lower the left end of the 
workpiece onto the router bit and feed the stock from right to 
left. Lift the workpiece up after you cut each flute, rotate it for 
the next cut, and repeat this procedure.

Discs with flat sides will help you cut evenly 
spaced flutes of varying numbers. 


