
Routing a French style balloon clock 

By Harrysin (Harry Sinclair) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This step by step photo. record details the making of a 

French style balloon clock using Pine measuring 170 x 

35mm, cut to 400mm length to fit one of my jig holders. 

Because a Pine finish wouldn’t suit this style of clock, it 

was decided to give it a high gloss black lacquer finish. 

Not all measurements are shown, this is because you can 

Make such a clock based on the diameter of the clock face 

that you have. Basically, the diameter of the head is about 

10mm to 15mm larger all-round. Because the diameter of 

This clock face is  122mm so add 15mm all-round gives 

us a head diameter of 152mm. The waist radius is the 

same as that of the head. Shot #1 showing the clock fit-up 

placed on the MDF to decide on the position of the clock 

proved to be a bad choice, when I commenced routing, it 

became obvious that it was too close to the top of the 

template, and so I started from scratch and re-drew it on 

a new piece of MDF, this is why there are two holes in the 

second template and rather than waste the piece of MDF 

I routed the second correct hole. 



 
 

                     This is what this project is all about 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

                Drying in the last of the summer sun 

 
 



 
 

       Whilst this project is aimed at the more experienced 

routologist,  it really isn’t too difficult and relative beginners 

who have been following my threads in various forums   

should have little difficulty. Questions are always welcome. 

 

 


