
Andy’s CheckerBoard Bowl 

 

By popular demand, I present my attempt to explain how I built a Checkerboard Bowl.  You can 

use whatever wood, units and dimensions you want, but I’ll use the actual dimensions of my 

large bowl because they are easy for me to remember and they illustrate the concepts well. 

Start with 6 strips of Maple and 6 strips of Mahogany.  Each strip is 1 7/8” X 2” X 13”.  Note that 

they are purposely not square.  Glue them up to make TWO “striped cutting boards” which are 

each 2” thick X 13” long.   

 

  

 

Next, run each of the two striped cutting boards through the planer until each flat on both sides 

and 1 7/8” thick.  That’s why the strips aren’t square, so you can plane the surface smooth and 

still end up with square blocks. 

Then crosscut the two striped cutting boards into “striped logs” 2” wide as in the picture below. 



 

 

Twist each of the striped logs 90 degrees so the end grain of the wood is facing up.  Then flip 

every-other striped log end-to-end.  When you glue these together, you should have TWO 

“checkered cutting boards” with all end grain exposed like the one below. 

 



Plane both sides of each checkered cutting board until flat and 1 7/8” thick.  You’ll need to take 

the lightest cuts possible with each pass to avoid splitting at the back end.  Planers don’t really 

like end grain.  You’ll get some splitting anyway, but we’ve allowed for that. 

Now cut each of the two checkered cutting boards into rings as shown below.  NOTE THAT THE 

RINGS ARE NOT THE SAME SIZE. 

 

Note that the solid checkered wheel is just the cutout from the larger ring.  Twist the smaller 

ring 90 degrees so that each block on the small ring matches up to an opposite-color block on 

the large ring.  When all the joints line up like cross-hairs, it’s centered.  Use copious amounts 

of glue because it’s end grain to end grain. 

Glue the checkered wheel to the small ring, again making sure the colors alternate and the 

joints line up. 



 

I don’t have a lathe chuck, so I screwed an 11 ½” wheel of ¾ plywood to the faceplate.  Mount 

the faceplate to the lathe.  Glue a sheet of newspaper to the plywood.  Glue the Large end of 

the bowl blank to the newspaper.  Put the center of the tailpiece at the joint line that marks the 

center of the checkered wheel.  Use the tailstock screw as a clamp to hold the bowl blank 

centered against the plywood faceplate.    

Turn the outside of the bowl.  Finish the bowl bottom. 

Use a chisel to split the newspaper and free the bowl from the plywood faceplate. 

Glue the bottom of the bowl to the plywood faceplate using the newspaper joint and tailstock 

to center as before.  My tailstock would barely reach into the bottom of the bowl.   

Turn the inside of the bowl and sand.  I applied Tung Oil to the spinning bowl by hand.  I think 

the friction from your hand heats the Tung Oil and helps it penetrate and cure.  I know I like the 

look it gives.   

Chisel the bowl from the plywood faceplate and sand off the paper with Random Orbit Sander. 

Finish the bottom. 

You’ll have one small checkered wheel left over.  I sawed mine in half on the bandsaw and 

made two round checkered trivets for the kitchen.   


