
Spalt Your Own
A Recipe for Creating Spalted Wood 

     Since the question of spalting comes up time and again, I will share a 
description of what I use when the natural ingredients aren't available. 
     A "brew" of some kind is required when the conditions for natural spalting do 
not exist. There are a lot of ways to induce spalting. Like everything else in 
woodturning, nothing is "tried and true". You will have to experiment. Some wood
spalts. Some wood just rots. Others (cherry and walnut) don't do much of 
anything. 
     This spalting brew has everything necessary for almost anything to grow in 
any wood that wants to spalt. Use it on maple, birch, beech, sweetgum, oak, 
alder, holly, pecan and just any hard wood you wish. 

• 1-qt water 
• 2-scoops Miracle grow 
• 2-cans beer, drink one and put th other in the spalting brew. 
• 1-qt horse manure, doesn't have to be fresh, but the ammonia odor should 

still be present when it gets wet. 
• 1-qt dried oak leaves 

     There is nothing sacred about any of the ingredients as long as we have the 
nitrogen, organics, ammonia, sugar, malt extracts, tannins, and leaf molds - 
everything necessary for all kinds of things to grow in the wood. The only 
additional ingredient is heat. 
     You can use packaged steer manure from the garden store and add a half cup 
of household ammonia. Don't use the sudsing type because it contains detergents
which will kill the growth. 
     All leaves contain some amount of tannins, oak leaves contain more than 
others. Wood chips will not work because you need the leaf mold. You can use 
chunks of rotten wood to replace the leaves, but the spalting is different with 
more of an area discoloration than the lines we are looking for. The large black 
areas look good in oak, but not other wood. 
     Put the wood in a trash compactor bag (they are heavier than the others) 
when it is fresh cut and still wet. If the ends have dried, saw off a slice to open up
the wet wood. It works better in wood cut in the spring when the sap is up and 
the free-water in the wood is at its highest. Apply a liberal amount of the brew on
each end, and seal the bag. 
     Now we will need that last ingredient, warmth. Store the sealed wood indoors 
under an old electric blanket during the winter months when the outdoor daytime 
temperature is below 65-degrees. Otherwise, outside is fine. 
     Check it after 2 months. You will be looking for a black slimy mess on the 
wood, with things growing out of it. Mushrooms are good. Clean it up and split it 
in half if you can. If it isn't what you want, put the halves together and back in 
the sealed bag. 
     You can use chunks or shavings of spalted wood instead of the brew, but it 
takes forever, and sometimes doesn't start because it is dead. The brew is faster, 
more reliable, and gives better spalting. 



     You could just seal the wet wood in the bag without adding anything, but 
some will spalt, and some won't. 
     And, when all of the ingredients are available in nature, then you don’t need a
brew to start the process. Just throw the wood under a tree, let the grass grow 
up around it, and nature will take its course. Covering it with some leaves will 
help. Put something under it to get it off the ground, otherwise it will rot on that 
side. 

Spalted wood isn't exactly rotten, but it's on its way. Spalting occurs in an early 
stage of the decay process, when various colonies of fungi stake their claims to a 
piece of fallen wood.  The characteristic blue-black lines that run through spalted 
wood actually represent the lines of demarcation between incompatible colonies 
of micro-organisms. But the specific biological facts aren't what interest most 
woodworkers in spalted wood, it's the fact that nothing else looks quite like it.

One way to get your hands on spalted wood - obviously - is to go on a field trip 
and gather your own naturally occurring specimens. You can also give Mother 
Nature a hand and "spalt your own". Either way, it helps to have a little 
background information.  Fortunately, there's no shortage of information on 
spalted wood, how to work with it, and how to make it. Here are a few resources:

If you access to Fine Woodworking's article archives (Taunton Press charges a 
nominal monthly fee for access to hundreds of articles) a good place to start is 
with sculptor Mark Lindquist's "Spalted Wood", which appeared way back in issue 
#7.  It's still one of the best overviews of the natural spalting process, how it 
plays out in various species, where to look for spalted wood, and how to prepare 
it for use.

"Spalting, a Fungus Amongus" by Andrew Hilton covers everything from how 
spalting works to working with spalted wood to making your own - and it's free.

If you don't happen to have a hardwood forest handy, you'll be glad to hear that 
creating your own spalted wood isn't a difficult process. Read "Intentional 
Spalting" from the Woodweb Knowledge Base for great discussion of various 
methods for encouraging and controlling the spalting process. "Producing Spalted 
Wood", published by the Forest Service's Forest Products Laboratory, offers a 
good overview and includes more technical information on the types of fungus 
involved in the process.

Ambrosia Maple is technically not a specific species of Maple, but rather a general 
description of any type of Maple that has been infested by ambrosia beetles. The 
beetles bore into the tree, and with it bring fungus that discolors the wood.

If you take wormy woods and spalt them you can have the same or near same 
results...

http://www.taunton.com/finewoodworking/Materials/MaterialsPDF.aspx?id=2000
http://www.fpl.fs.fed.us/documnts/techline/producing-spalted-wood.pdf
http://www.fpl.fs.fed.us/documnts/techline/producing-spalted-wood.pdf
http://www.woodweb.com/knowledge_base/Intentional_Spalting.html
http://www.woodweb.com/knowledge_base/Intentional_Spalting.html
http://www.hiltonhandcraft.com/Articles/Spalting_a_Fungus_Amongus.asp


Spalted Maple is technically not a specific species of Maple, but rather a general 
description of any type of Maple that has been allowed to begin initial stages of 
decay, and then subsequently dried preventing further decay... 

In the early 2000s, tree-heavy Colorado suffered an outbreak of mountain pine 
beetles, decimating some 70% of the lodgepole pine population. In recent years 
the infestation spread south as far as Mexico, and north through Wyoming, 
Montana and Idaho to reach western Canada, where the current outbreak dwarfs 
the Colorado infestation. Colorado's loss of tree acreage is in the low millions; it's 
estimated British Columbia will lose some 44 million acres of pine trees.

The mountain pine beetle typically lays its eggs under the bark of dead pine 
trees, and historically the bugs' population was kept in check by the winter cold. 
But as North America has recently had warmer-than-normal winters, the MP 
beetle's population has exploded. With not enough dead trees to go around, the 
beetles start laying their eggs into live trees.

When that happens, the live tree becomes infected with a blue fungus that 
arrests its internal flow of nutrients. Its pine needles turn red, its bark starts to 
turn grey, the internal wood takes on a bluish tinge, and the tree dies. Here you 
can see dead trees from literally miles away.....

this is what you get.....




